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Options in Templating

• As discussed earlier, a given Structure can have 
multiple Templates.  This allows an Article 
Writer to have various choices in how his or her 
content will be laid out on a given page.

• Also discussed earlier, Templates can be 
created using XSL or Velocity.  Though XSL is a 
very powerful language, Velocity is much 
simpler for the average user to utilize.

• In this exercise, we will (1) attach a second 
Template to our last Structure
(“CMS-STRUCTURE-TWO”) and (2) use 
Velocity as our scripting language.



Create New Template

• Login using a Webmaster account.
• Switch to the “Guest (Public)” community.
• Click on the “CMS” link in the navigation bar.
• Click on “Structures” and search for

“CMS-STRUCTURE-TWO.”
• Click on the “Add Template” button.
• Populate an ID (“CMS-TEMPLATE-THREE”), a 

name (“CMS Template 3”), and a description.
• Select “VM” under “Language Type.”
• Click “Launch Editor” and copy and paste the 

contents of template.vm from the
source-journal-3.



• Logout and log back in using an Editor account.
• Switch to the “Guest (Public)” community.
• Click on the “CMS” link in the navigation bar.
• Edit the article “CMS-ARTICLE-TWO.”
• Click on the “Content” tab.
• Click on the bullet next to “CMS Template 3”

and save.

Select A Different Template



Checkpoint

• The changes are subtle, but the Title should 
have moved to be between the two images:

template.xsl template.vm



Further Information

• For more information on XSL, a good guide is:

http://www.w3schools.com/xsl/default.asp

• For more information on Velocity, the best 
resources are:

http://velocity.apache.org/engine/devel/vtl-
reference-guide.html

http://wiki.liferay.com/index.php/Journal_Templa
te_(Velocity)



Revision History
10/09/07 Alexander Chow Initial Creation


