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Agenda

Silver lining in the bad economy is...open source

Why? Open source delivers

The role of vendors in the open-source ecosystem

We need both community and commercial participants in 
open source: both feed each other
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2008 was bad; 2009 is worse

Getting worse (Gartner 2009)

46% of CIOs chopped their 
Q1 budgets 

90% of these cut by at least 
7%

Mostly head-count reductions 
and vendor renegotiations 
to achieve cost targets

Server sales dropped 25% 
in Q1 2009
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All is not as it seems...
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The economy's silver lining
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Open-source growth exploding

The question is: What will you do with it?

Whether measured in terms of lines of code added or new projects,
open-source growth is phenomenal

Source: Dirk Riehle, SAP
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Open source is mainstream

Source: Gartner 2008
Number of respondents = 274; Multiple responses allowed.

Survey Question: Do you use, or plan to use in the next budget year, an open-source project or product as an alternative to commercial software? 
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Across product segments, 100% of enterprises will use open source by 2010.
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Economy is good for open source, bad for proprietary
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Why is open source booming?
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Open source delivers on several fronts

“Open source software solutions will 
directly compete with closed-source 
products in all …markets.”
85% of enterprises currently use OSS 
(The rest are lying)
45% use OSS for mission-critical 
applications (Continues to grow)

Why? 
65% say open source has sparked 
innovation inside their companies 
67% … for lowered costs
“Lower TCO and flexibility to launch and develop 
cost-prohibitive projects continue to be top reasons 
for using OSS”

81% … for better quality software

“Open source produces better software.”

Sources: Gartner (2008), CIO Insight (2006), IDC (2006)
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Because it works as advertised
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And largely because of vendors



Red Hat Summit 2009 | Matt Asay14

Vendors comprise an increasingly important 
component of open-source communities
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Open source development: Myth and reality

<15 core developers do 85-100% of 
core development work
1000/10/1 (Users/ Bug Reporters/ Patch 
Submitters)

Community is difficult to achieve:
72% of “open source developers” write code 
for others like themselves

Most projects (55%) get no outside 
involvement at all

BUT…even big community projects are 
written by vendors
Up to 95% of Linux development sponsored by 
companies

The best place to solicit community 
involvement is in complements to a 
project, not the core

The Shape of Community

Sources:  Marten Mickos (MySQLUC 2005); O’Mahony & West, 2005; Mockus et al., 2005
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But it has always been thus

IBM commits $1B to Linux in 
200...and it takes off, 
moves to data center

Red Hat contributes over 
$100M/year to Linux to 
accelerate innovation

Gartner: 50% of leading 
open-source projects 
sponsored (JBoss, MySQL, 
Alfresco, etc.)

Commercial open source 
market to top $8.1B by 
2013 (IDC)

Top Linux kernel contributors

Source: J. Corbett, LWN.net
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Which would you rather have?
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Critical tasks demand commercial support

Open source is becoming the heart of enterprise computing
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It shows in the company we keep
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Vendors like Red Hat and Alfresco
make open source work for you.
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