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About LiveCDs

A LiveCD runs the Vyatta software on a RAM disk on the host machine. The system 
uses the RAM disk for writeable sections of the file system and uses an external 
system, such as a TFTP server or USB memory stick, for saving configuration files. 

The LiveCD can run on a machine with an existing operating system without 
disturbing or changing the previously installed operating system. Configuration is 
not stored on the system, but you can save configuration to a persistent device such 
as a USB memory stick. Also, you cannot upgrade an installation run from LiveCD; 
each upgrade requires a fresh LiveCD. While you are running the system from a 
LiveCD, you will not be able to access other applications or programs on your 
machine.

A LiveCD is also required to install the Vyatta system to a persistent device, such as 
a hard disk.

As a method of deployment, running from LiveCD is best suited for evaluation and 
test scenarios. 

Creating a LiveCD

The LiveCD must be bootable. See the documentation for your CD-burning utility 
for information on how to burn a bootable ISO image.

To create a bootable LiveCD

1 Download one of the ISO software images directly from the Vyatta web site.

• Vyatta Subscription Edition customers use 
http://packages.vyatta.com/vyatta-supported/iso/stable/.

• Vyatta community users use http://www.vyatta.org/downloads/.

2 Use CD-burning software to create a bootable ISO image. Note that:

• The CD must be an ISO image: it won’t work to just copy files onto the CD.

http://packages.vyatta.com/vyatta-supported/iso/stable/
http://packages.vyatta.com/vyatta-supported/iso/stable/
http://www.vyatta.org/downloads/
http://www.vyatta.org/downloads/
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• The CD must be bootable. 

Specifying the Boot Device in the System BIOS

Insert the LiveCD into the CD drive of the system you wish to run it on. If your 
system is not already configured to boot from CD or DVD if one is present, you must 
do so in order to boot from the LiveCD.

To specify the boot device

1 During the boot sequence, press the appropriate key (for example, <F2>) to 
interrupt the boot sequence and enter your system’s BIOS setup program.

2 In the boot sequence menu arrange the boot devices such that the device name 
for CD or DVD is first in the list. This will allow the system to boot from a CD 
or DVD if one is present. 

3 Save the settings and reboot the system. When the system restarts, it will boot 
from the LiveCD.

Once the system has booted, you can confirm that you can access it from your 
network.

Testing Your LiveCD

Once the system has successfully booted you will see the vyatta login: prompt. This 
indicates that the system is operational. 

You should:

• Verify the Release and System Type

• Verify Connectivity

Verify the Release and System Type
The next step is to confirm that the correct release is running and it is running on the 
device that you expect. 

To verify the release and system type

1 Login as user vyatta with the password you specified during installation (or a 
password of vyatta if it has not yet been changed from its default value).

2 Run the show version command.
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• The Version: line shows the version number of the running system. Make 
sure the Version: line shows the version you expect.

• The System Type: line shows the type of hardware the system is running on 
and whether it is in a virtual environment. Make sure the System Type: line 
shows the information you expect.

• The Boot via: line shows the type of system that is running. Make sure the 
Boot via: line shows the correct system type.

livecd — The system is running from a LiveCD.

image — The system is running as an image-based system.

disk — The system is running as a disk-based system.

Verify Connectivity
The final step is to confirm that the Vyatta system can be accessed on the local 
network. A quick and easy way to do this is to configure an Ethernet interface on the 
system and then ping the interface from another host on the network. 

NOTE  Make sure that the system is physically connected to the network first.

To test system connectivity

1 At the command prompt, enter the commands shown in the example, 
substituting an IP address on your existing subnet. In this example:

• The network is 192.168.1.0/24

• The IP address of the interface is 192.168.1.81

Make the appropriate substitutions for your network, as in the following 
example.

Example 1‐1   Configuring a test Ethernet interface

vyatta@vyatta:~$ configure

vyatta@vyatta# set interfaces ethernet eth0 address 192.168.1.81/24

vyatta@vyatta# commit

vyatta@vyatta# exit

vyatta@vyatta:~$ 

2 From another host on the same subnet, ping the interface to ensure that it is up. 
From a Linux or Windows command prompt, enter the following command 
(substituting the IP address you assigned to the interface):
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ping 192.168.1.81

If the Vyatta system is reachable, you will see replies from it in response to the 
pings. If so, your system is installed and accessible on your network.
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