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Before You Start

New to Eclipse Integrated Development Environment (Eclipse IDE)

Because ZK-Studio is an Eclipse Plug-in so it's totally based on Eclipse. If you don't  know how to 
use Eclipse, please refer to Eclipse official help site:

http://help.eclipse.org/help33/index.jsp

The step-by-step setup guide can be found in one of our small talks:

http://www.zkoss.org/smalltalks/eclipse/ek.html

New to the Servlet Container (aka., Java Web Server)

Before  developing  Web applications  in  Eclipse  with  ZK  Studio,  you  have  to  install  a  Servlet 
container into your Eclipse first. Apache Tomcat is one of the most popular Servlet containers. It is 
easy to install and use.

Prerequisites Description

Download Installer for Windows:apache-tomcat-5.5.20.exe

A list of all available versions:
http://tomcat.apache.org/download-55.cgi

Documentation http://tomcat.apache.org/tomcat-5.5-doc/index.html
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1. What to Download

File Description

zk-studio-0.5.2.zip The binary distribution of ZK-Studio, including ZK Package 
Manager, New ZK Dynamic Web Project Wizard and ZK 
Package Updater.
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2. Installation

Install Eclipse IDE for Java EE Developers

Because ZK-Studio is an Eclipse Plug-in, so you must install Eclipse at first. Install Eclipse is very 
simple, uncompressing the zip file and putting the “eclipse” folder in a proper path(with no illegal 
characters in the path) then just click eclipse.exe and you can start to use Eclipse.

Install ZK-Studio

Installation of ZK-Studio is as easier as installation of Eclipse. Uncompress the zip file you have 
downloaded, put the “plugin” folder to cover the eclipse's plgin folder.
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3. ZK Settings in Preference

Under  the ZK Settings Preference

If you are newbie in Eclipse and really got no idea where and what Preference Page is. First, 
please click Window button which is in the top of Eclipse workbench's menu bar, and it will open a 
context menu which contains an item named Preferences. Select it, and this item will opening a 
Preference Dialog for you to do whole setting works in Eclipse. Now, take a look at the left tree 
Veiw which lists all preference pages alphabetically. ZK Settings should be the last one. Select the 
sub item of ZK Settings named ZK Packages, you will got ZK Package Management panel in the 
right side of Preference Dialog like below:

ZK-Studio's package management features (Which will be called “ZK Package Manager” in the rest 
of this guide.)  provide you the abilities to manage multiple formats of ZK distributions and use 
them in any of Eclipse WTP supported web projects.

So lets start a simple scenario:  Get a ZK distribution and add it to ZK Settings.
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Add ZK Package in ZK Settings

ZK Distribution is just what you think that you already downloaded from SourceForge.net many 
times. ZK Package Manager supports both ZK Binary Distribution and ZK Demo Distribution in 
either zip archive format or folder format. If you already have your own ZK Package with the same 
folder hierarchy, you can use it too.

In order to add a zipped ZK distribution. You must click the “Add File” button and select a zipped 
ZK distribution like:”C:\TEMP\zk_Studio\zk-bin-3.0.3.zip”:
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In order to add a folder ZK distribution. You must click the “Add Directory” button and select a  ZK 
distribution folder like:”C:\TEMP\zk_Studio\zk-demo-3.0.3”:

You can check one of the package as the default package. It will be used in New Dynamic Web 
Project Wizard and other place. 

ZK: Quick Start Guide Page 9 of 13 Potix Corporation



4. New ZK Web Application

A Simple Scenario of Creating a ZK Web Application Project

In Eclipse WTP platform, The easiest way to start an Eclipse Java EE web project is using Dynamic 
Web Project.  In order to open the New Dynamic Web Project Wizard, you can switch to Java EE 
Perspective, right click Project Explorer to open property menu and select  New -> Project... -> 
Web -> Dynamic Web Project to start a New Project Wizard.  The wizard will look like this:

It looks totally same as it used to, then click next, now ZK Studio add a new Project Facet in to 
Dynamic Web Project Wizard, check it and goes on:
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Click next is the Web Module page which let you editing context root, web content and source 
directory. Then click next button again and it will shows you the ZK package selection page. In 
this page, default ZK package is selected, you can change it if you prefer another one:

Finally, you have created a new Dynamic Web Project which is also a ZK Web Application. Now, if 
you want to change this project's ZK Package to another one,  for example, ZK 3.0.4, how you do 
this?
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5. ZK Project Settings

Update Existing Project's Package

The way to update existing project's ZK Package is very simple. In Package Explorer View, right 
click target project's icon and select “Properties” menu item. It will opening a property dialog to 
let you do project settings. In the left part of this dialog is a tree view which sorted it's items 
alphabetically and “ZK Project Settings” might be the last one. Select the tree item and the left 
side of this dialog will show you the currently used ZK Package like the picture below:

As you can see the apply button is disabled. It will enabled when you select an useful selection. 
After selecting a another ZK Package and press apply button, a message box will pop-up to ask 
you if you really want to do this. Click confirm and your current project's Jars will  be changed. 
Update  ZK  Package  won't  touch  original  project's  general  contents(e.x  Those  zul  files),  Java 
Sources and zk.xml settings because it's too hard to know if there's any modifications could cause 
conflict and broken your project.

If your existing project is already been a ZK web application, you can still use ZK Project Settings 
to Update it's Jar files. 

Note: If the ZK Package you selected also has general content inside. It will  copy to the project 
accordingly.
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Add ZK Package to Existing Non ZK Web Project

Same as how to update existing project's ZK Package.
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