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Can Cassandra be installed by package? 

• Package installations define 
various folders for

– data directories
– log files
– configuration files
– binaries

• Package types include
– RPM on *nix using yum
– DEB on *nix using apt-get
– MSI on Windows

http://datastax.com/download

http://planetcassandra.org/cassandra/
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What is in the tarball folder?

• Tarball installations create these folders in a 
single location

– bin: executables 
(cassandra, cqlsh, nodetool, etc)

– conf: Configuration files (cassandra.yaml)
– data: commit log, caches, and data files
– interface: thrift protocol support
– javadoc: C* source documentation
– lib: Library dependencies (jars)
– pylib: Python libraries 

(e.g. for cqlsh, written in Python)
– tools: Additional tools 

(e.g. cassandra-stress)
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What configuration files may be used?

• Configuration files include

– cassandra.yaml: primary config file 

for each instance

– cassandra-env.sh: Java environment 

config (e.g. MAX_HEAP_SIZE, etc.)

– logback.xml: log config

– cassandra-rackdc.properties: config 

to set the Rack and Data Center to 

which this Node belongs

– cassandra-topology.properties: 

config IP addressing for Racks and 

Data Centers in this cluster

– bin/cassandra-in.sh: JAVA_HOME, 

CASSANDRA_CONF, CLASSPATH
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Where do I find more information?

• Detailed documentation is just a click away ...
datastax.com/documentation/cassandra/2.1/
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Demo: Setting up a learning 
environment
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