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How do you start Cassandra?

• Launch a server instance using the cassandra utility

cassandra [options]
● -f

start Cassandra in foreground (default is background process)
● -p <filename> 

Log process ID in named file; useful to stop Cassandra by PID
● -v 

print the version and exit
● -D <parameter>

Pass a startup parameter (see documentation)
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How do you start Cassandra?

• Start a tarball install instance – foreground
./cassandra –f
• Start a tarball install instance – background, PID captured to 

file named "PID"
./cassandra –p PID
• Running when "state jump to normal"

• Start a package install instance
sudo service cassandra start
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How do you stop Cassandra?

• Stop a tarball install instance – foreground
ctrl-c (in terminal window running Cassandra)
• Stop a tarball install instance – background

– if no PID file, determine the Process ID (PID)

ps ax | grep cassandra

kill <PID>

• Stop a package install instance
sudo service cassandra stop
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How do you locate and review log data?

• Default system.log location
install/logs/system.log
• Configuration logging in install/conf/logback.xml

• Levels: TRACE > DEBUG > INFO (default) > WARN > 
ERROR > FATAL

• Be sure to distinguish
– System.log: system state log file, duplicates stdout, 

configurable by logging level
– CommitLog: table-specific files used during INSERT and 

UPDATE operations
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Demo: Run Cassandra and examine its 
logs
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