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• Simple to use applications for end-users
• Simple to write applications for data scientists

• Minimal boilerplate
• Intuitive information sharing with Sumac argument parsing
• Handling cluster and memory management outside of 

application
• Powerful flexibility

• Visualization tools
• Shared resources 
• Dynamically issuing spark queries on shared, cached data
• Issuing commands in a shell 
• Mixing in other technologies

Overview
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Sumac

“Sumac is a command line option parser and library. It 
tries to differentiate itself from other libraries by making it 
dead simple to define arguments, removing boilerplate 

and repetition. It is a very small, lightweight scala library.”

We use Sumac to easily and 
consistently pass information to 

applications 



Sumac

Spot On The Money

http://blog.quantifind.com/posts/Sumac/

“Sumac is a command line option parser and library. It 
tries to differentiate itself from other libraries by making it 
dead simple to define arguments, removing boilerplate 

and repetition. It is a very small, lightweight scala library.”

http://blog.quantifind.com/posts/Sumac/
http://blog.quantifind.com/posts/Sumac/


A complete & working example of labs



A complete & working example of labs

Spark
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Sumac args



Starting a labs instance



Starting a labs instance

Only labs author 
deals with 

cluster, memory, 
and filesystem



A complete & working example of a service



A complete & working example of a service

Output as a table

Sumac args

Access data



Power and Flexibility



Flexible

Runnable object independent of labs



Flexible

Mix and match technologies
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Powerful

(1) Code in shell

(2) Boilerplate added & compiled

(3) Job runs successfully

(4) Answer returns



• Simple
• Flexible and Powerful
• Share resources amongst users
• Open Source
• early 2014 (get in touch for early access)
• Modularize interpreter and web API
• Support common visualization libraries

Conclusion
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