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What You’ll Learn

• Elements of great Newsstand Apps
•Distribution through iTunes Connect
•NewsstandKit Best Practices



Elements of Great Newsstand Apps

Karl Good
Worldwide Developer Relations



Package high resolution assets to support Retina display



Download new issues in the background



Offer a free trial period to subscribers



Support both Portrait and Landscape orientation



Are accessible and make the most of iOS 
technologies and system services

Text
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Offer clear subscription terms
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Telegraph a sense of “Place” in publication



Give users the ability to clip or bookmark content



Distribution Through iTunes Connect

Aubrey Ness
App Store Operations Manager
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What Is a Family?
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Configuring Issues
The spirit of Newsstand





































Automation
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Submission





Once in Newsstand, 
Always in Newsstand
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Better Together



Best Practices

•Automate using Atom Feed
•Once in Newsstand, always in Newsstand
•Double your App Store coverage



NewsstandKit Best Practices

Ben Nielsen
iOS Application Engineering
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NewsstandKit Best Practices

• Receiving push notifications
•Downloading in the background
•Managing your content on device
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Throttling
Push Notifications

• Battery performance is critical
■ 1×/day—not changing

•More flexibility
■ Publishing deadlines change from day to day
■ Intermittent device connectivity

• Pitfalls and best practices
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Throttling window triggers
Push Notifications

■ Throttled the next day
■ The throttling window varies wildly on different devices

■ Debugging is difficult

24h

• Triggered from receive time on device
■ What happens when it’s turned off or out of range?
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Throttling window triggers
Push Notifications

• Triggered from receive time of APNs
■ Consistent across all devices
■ Intermittent connectivity is no longer an issue
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Pitfalls and best practices
Push Notifications

■ Falls back to alert if content push is disallowed

•APNs stores at most one notification
• Stomping a content push with an alert

■ Send a combined notification (content-available + alert)

NK App
No

Notification Center
Yes

NK Throttle?
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•Adopt Newsstand completely
■  Support multi-tasking

UIBackgroundModes: newsstand-content
■ Register your app for Newsstand content notifications

UIRemoteNotificationTypeNewsstandContentAvailability
■ Background downloads are only helpful if you can start them

■ Users can turn them off
■ Off automatically if you don’t register for it
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Pitfalls and best practices
Push Notifications

•Debugging
■ Send a unique identifier in the payload
■ Post that to your server when looking for new content

• For testing, set NSUserDefault Boolean
@”NKDontThrottleNewsstandContentNotifications”
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Do it
Background Downloads

•Not all NSURLConnections are created equal
[NSURLConnection connectionWithRequest:delegate:] 
[NKAssetDownload downloadWithDelegate:]

•One is handled by your app—the other is handled by the system
• Can use NKAssetDownload even when background downloading is 
turned off!
■ Caveat: Don’t forget to register for the push type
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Best practices
Background Downloads

•Make your content easy to deliver
■ More outbound connections = more room for error and delay
■ Intermittent nature of mobile connections can compound this

• Keep the file count low
■ Archive your content for delivery
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Managing Content

•NewsstandKit provides a managed repository for your issues
•Not backed up—this is a good thing!
• Issues are put in this repository

■ By downloading them with NewsstandKit APIs
■ By moving them after download
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Newsstand repository
Managing Content

•Do not put issues in the Documents folder!
■ Can significantly decrease the amount of available space
■ Can significantly increase the time to backup
■ Can significantly decrease battery life

• Follow iOS Data Storage Guidelines
■ https://developer.apple.com/icloud/documentation/data-storage
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• Issues may be evicted when system resources run low
• Information you provide helps NewsstandKit prioritize content 
to preserve
■ The currentlyReadingIssue property 
■ The date parameter in addIssueWithName:date: 
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Disk space
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• Bandwidth and cloud storage are not free
• The user can see your app’s usage in Settings

■ Don’t force users to manage you manually
■ They might just delete your app

•Always allow users to access items they've purchased
■ Redownload issues if necessary



Summary

•Don’t stomp your push notifications
•Use NKAssetDownload
• Package things up for more efficient transfer
• Keep your files in the repository



More Information

Paul Marcos
App Services Evangelist
pmarcos@apple.com

Documentation
Newsstand for Developers
https://developer.apple.com/devcenter/ios/newsstand

Newsstand Atom Feed
https://itunesconnect.apple.com/docs/NewsstandAtomFeedSpecification.pdf

iOS Data Storage Guidelines
https://developer.apple.com/icloud/documentation/data-storage

Apple Developer Forums
http://devforums.apple.com



Related Sessions

Selling Products with Store Kit Presidio
Wednesday 2:00PM

What's New in iTunes Connect for App Developers Nob Hill
Thursday 9:00AM

Managing Subscriptions with In-App Purchase Mission
Thursday 3:15PM

Accessibility for iOS Russian Hill
Wednesday 9:00AM



Labs

In-App Purchase Lab App Services Lab B
Thursday 4:30PM

Newsstand Lab App Services Lab A
Friday 9:00AM

App Store Lab App Store Lab (Level 3)
Ongoing




