Best Practices for Great iOS Ul Design
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Mike Stern

User Experience Evangelist
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Potential dog names

Ozzie
\Viookie
Quincy
Jake
Riley
Cooper
Tater






















Common Pitfalls



Bad App lcons



iPhone Apps

Camera Awesome

GifBoom:
Animated GIF...

ebook Camera

Night Vision

Fun Camera !
Camera --Best... Photo & Videc

Ultimate Funny Camera FX+

Camera Sound...

Super Camera
Free: ALL-IN-1

\ 27

CamWow: Free
photo booth...

Entartainment

Free @~

Instaframe -
Photo Collage ...
Entertainment

Free ~

Camera Timer!
Litihes

Free ~

Fisheye - Fisheye

Camera with Ol...
Entertamment

Free ~

Instagram

TimerCam - Self
Timer Camera -

Camera Zoom

Wood Camera -

iTouchScreen

Showing results for “camera”

o

CamWow Retro: Flashlight © FX Photo Studio: Fast Camera
Vintage photo... Utilities pro effects &... Photo & Video
Entertainment Photo & Video
- Free |~ $1.99

Free = Free @~

\.

o

Photo Editor by
Aviary

LINE camera

Photo & Video

Free

| Cine Hore Cite

Camera Plus Pic Stitch

Photo & \

Vintage Camera Hardest Game All-In-1 Photo
Photo & Video Ever 2 Editor Lite -...

Free |~ ks =
N Free @~ Free

tadaa - HD Pro Pop Quiz Color Effects -
Camera 33MEs splash colors o...
Photo & Videc Photo & Video
Free |~
- i Free J

Live FX Lite
{create

Free

\S 7
Camera Genius Camera Zoom 3 Fatify BeFunky Photo
Photo & Video Photo & Videc Entertainment Editor
$2.99 $099 |~ Free ~

Mega Photo: 100
eal-Time...

Catwang - Ultra
Awesome

Split Pic 2.0 -
Clone Yourself,...

EyeEm - Photo

Flashlight for Camera-Fotolr Self Timer
your ow... iPhone , iPod a... Photo & Videc Camera -...
. Video Utilities Photo & Video
Free ~
Free ~ A Free

Photo & Video

Free

X-Ray Camera I'd Cap That®

iCamViewer:
CCTV Camera, |...

Cartoonatic -
Toon Camera,...

All

iPhone Apps
iIPad Apps
Songs
Albums

TV Shows
Podcasts
Books
Audiobooks
iTunes U
Music Videos

flovies

ARTISTS AND MORE

tap tap tap >

Software Developer

Camera >

,.J.’.’.u"iufn--._‘

Camera Obscura >

Al arnat
Allernative

Cam'ron >
Hip-Hop/Rap

(}amera L_LC(TX)

Nt 2 ¢ arcs Mol Arses
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Instantly Recognizable App lcons

Focus on a unique shape
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Instantly Recognizable App lcons

Focus on a unique shape
Carefully select colors

Avoid using a photo
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Instantly Recognizable App lcons

Focus on a unique shape
Carefully select colors
Avoid using a photo
Avoid a lot of text

Accurately portray materials
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Focus on a unique shape
Carefully select colors

Avoid using a photo

Avoid a lot of text o
. : :

Accurately portray materials : :
" TR ‘{’

\mm%m&mwmmmxm













;i F‘sgguynpw ﬁyﬁ

-
% ‘, )"‘

5’9

‘,'?;!:3# ,oa;iq*;e aqys'z;ﬁ SEE

4 d
» <A f,.

£
e

" f SO
7 s - .‘
EF P74 h % 5 3 . »

< - T . bt e ST _ LT, : o B ; B . r = . - 4 S : -
A o L L S, S L L Gt L, SN TN i N i B S Ty S Bt e W 2, B B ES o kS v B B o et f =2



Instantly Recognizable App lcons

Focus on a unique shape
Carefully select colors

Avoid using a photo
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Accurately portray materials

Be creative
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Focus on a unique shape
Carefully select colors

Avoid using a photo

Avoid a lot of text
Accurately portray materials

Be creative
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Test Your App lcon on Different Wallpapers
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Test Your App lcon on Different Wallpapers
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Place It Inside a Folaer to Test Legibility




Place It Inside a Folaer to Test Legibility
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Case Study



Turnplay by Ramotion
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‘ Bad App Icons

2 Forced Reqistration

3 Tiny Controls
Hard-to-Read Text
Ambiguous Alerts
Out-of-Place Terminology

Excessive Branding

o N O O A

Uninformative Back Buttons
9 Confusing Animations

10 Inappropriate Styling



Forced Registration



il AT&T 3G 12:34 PM

Congratulations, you just
downloaded the best app ever. Just
register for our service in order to
access all the great features.
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1 Bad App lcons
‘ Forced Registration

3 Tiny Controls

4 Hard-to-Read Text

5 Ambiguous Alerts

6 Out-of-Place Terminology

/  Excessive Branding

8 Uninformative Back Buttons
9 Confusing Animations

10 Inappropriate Styling



Tiny Controls
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Sellmg Products with Store Kit

Presidio

Adopting Storyboards in Your App
Marina
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Keyboard Input in iIOS
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Filter

< Wednesday 12, 2013
2:00 - 3:00 PM

Selling Products with Store Kit
Presidio

Adopting Storyboards in Your App
Marina

I0S User Interface Designs
Mission

Advances in OpenGL and Open...
Pacific Heights

Staying on Track with Location...
Nob Hill

Keyboard Input in iOS
Russian Hill

Core Data Lab

Frameworks Lab A
rameworks Lap A

Cocoa & Layer-Backed Views on OS X Lab
Frameworks Lab B

Core Image Lab
Graphics and Games Lab A

HTTP Live Streaming

(Granhics and Games | ah R

]

Filter

4 Wednesday 12, 2013

2:00 - 3:00 PM
Selling Products with Store Kit

FPresidio

Adopting Storyboards in Your App

Marina

IOS User Interface Designs
Mission

Advances in OpenGL and Open...
Pacific Heights

Staying on Track with Location...
Nob Hill

Keyboard Input in iOS
Russian Hill

Core Data Lab
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Design for a Fingertip




Make Controls Fingertip Sized
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Setting:

Airplane Mode
Wi-Fi
Bluetooth

Cellular

Notification Center
Control Center

Do Not Disturb

General

Sounds




Make Controls Fingertip Sized

9:41 Al

Setting:

Airplane Mode
Wi-Fi
44 points tall Bluetooth

Cellular

Notification Center
Control Center

Do Not Disturb

General

Sounds




Make Controls Fingertip Sized

&

9:41 Al

10f8

Fritz Ogden
To: Mieko Haire more...

Say "cheese"
June 12, 2013 at 9:40 AM

Wow, that weekend flew by. Way (oo
short. But i got a lot of great photos.
Send me yours and ['ll put them
together in an aloum. In the meantime,
here's a good one of Ken and Angela
In front of the infamous blue wall.
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Make Controls Fingertip Sized
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Send me yours and ['ll put them
together in an aloum. In the meantime,
here's a good one of Ken and Angela
in front of the infamous blue wall.
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Make Controls Fingertip Sized

Fritz Ogden
To: Mieko Haire more...

Say "cheese"
June 12, 2013 at 9:40 AM
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short. But i got a lot of great photos.
Send me yours and I'll put them
together in an aloum. In the meantime,
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in front of the infamous blue wall.




Make Controls Fingertip Sized

Fritz Ogden
To: Mieko Haire more...

Say "cheese"

June 12, 2013 at 9:40 AM

Wow, that weekend flew by. Way (0o
short. But i got a lot of great photos.
Send me yours and I'll put them
together in an aloum. In the meantime,
here's a good one of Ken and Angela
in front of the infamous blue wall.
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Make Controls Fingertip Sized
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Make Controls Fingertip Sized
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Make Controls Fingertip Sized

55 points tall
66 points wide




Make Controls Fingertip Sized
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Vary Control Size Based on Usage
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Vary Control Size Based on Usage
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Test Your Ul on iPhone and iPad
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Forced Registration

‘ Tiny Controls

4  Hard-to-Read Text

5 Ambiguous Alerts
Out-of-Place Terminology
Excessive Branding
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Confusing Animations

10 Inappropriate Styling



Hard-to-Read Text
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Avoid Mixing Typefaces
/ N\

“ ee00e = 9:41 AM 100% ()

£ iCloud Inbox (3)

® Fritz Ogden
Say “cheese”

® Michelle Humphrey
Fwd: You will NOT believe this.

® Eddy Bedock

Surprise Birthday Party for Kirk

Paul Brennan
Package has been shipped.

Blair Lockhart
Beanbag

Updated Just Now D/




Avoid Mixing Typefaces

/ AN
Title

28— Navigation Bar Button
EEl— Date

1
Back Button ———————Jclene]
|

|

Sender Michelle Humphrey

Subject

Message Preview

Statu S Updated Just Now



Avoid Mixing Typefaces

4 \
Headline1

Id—— Headline2
EEWl————— Subhead2

|
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y

|
Headline2 Michelle Humphrey

Subhead?

Caption?



Fnsure Body Text Is Very Legible

'. eee0e = 100% ()

< Inbox

Fritz Ogden 2 Hide Y‘ Fritz Ogden
To: Mieko Haire more...
Mieko Haire 2
Say "cheese"
June 12, 2013 at 9:40 AM

Say “cheese” o

Wow, that weekend flew by. Way too short.
But i got a lot of great photos. Send me
yours and I'll put them together in an album.
In the meantime, here's a good one of Ken
and Angela in front of the infamous blue
wall.

Wow, that weekend flew by. Way too
short. But i got a lot of great photos.
Send me yours and ['ll put them
together in an album. In the meantime,
here's a good one of Ken and Angela
In front of the iInfamous blue wall.




Fnsure Body Text Is Very Legible
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< Inbox

Fritz Ogden 2 Hide Y‘ Fritz Ogden
To: Mieko Haire more...
Mieko Haire 2
Say "cheese"
June 12, 2013 at 9:40 AM

Say “cheese” o

Wow, that weekend flew by. Way too short.
But i got a lot of great photos. Send me
Helvetica Neue yours and I'll put them together in an album.
In the meantime, here's a good one of Ken
15 points and Angela in front of the infamous blue
wall.

Wow, that weekend flew by. Way too
short. But i got a lot of great photos.
Send me yours and ['ll put them
together in an album. In the meantime,
here's a good one of Ken and Angela
In front of the iInfamous blue wall.




Fnsure Body Text Is Very Legible
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< Inbox

Fritz Ogden 2 Hide V' Fritz Ogden
To: Mieko Haire more...
Mieko Haire 2>
Say "cheese"
June 12, 2013 at 9:40 AM

Say “cheese” o

Wow, that weekend flew by. Way too short.
But i got a lot of great photos. Send me
Helvetica Neue yours and I'll put them together in an album.
In the meantime, here's a good one of Ken
15 points and Angela in front of the infamous blue
wall.

Wow, that weekend flew by. Way too
short. But i got a lot of great photos.

Send me yours and 'l put them System Font
together in an album. In the meantime, ”BOdy" Style
here's a good one of Ken and Angela

IN front of the infamous blue wall. Va“able Sizes




Align Text to Let Users Quickly Skim
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£ iCloud Inbox (3)

® Fritz Ogden
Say “cheese”

® Michelle Humphrey
Fwd: You will NOT believe this.

® Eddy Bedock

Surprise Birthday Party for Kirk

Paul Brennan
Package has been shipped.

Blair Lockhart
Beanbag

Updated Just Now D/




Align Text to Let Users Quickly Skim

_—
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£ Cloud Inbox (&

® Fritz Ogden
Say “cheese”
Wow, that weekend flew by.
short. But | got a lot of great

Michelle Humphrey

Fwd: You will NOT believe this.

| can't stop laughing! To check thit
turn the brightness up all the way, .

Eddy Bedock 9:32
Surprise Birthday Party for Kirk
When: Saturday, June 15, 4:00 PM.
Where: Om Spa. So here's the deal. ...

Paul Brennan 9:22 AM
Package has been shipped.

Hi there. Just wanted to let you know
that | sent your LPs out this morning. ...

Blair Lockhart 9:18 AM
Beanbag
| know | said you could borrow it through

Updated Just Now D/




Use Negative Space and Separators
Vs N\

‘ cecee = 100%

£ All Contacts

John Appleseed
' Apple Inc.

Home

(408) 555-0941

Mobile
(408) 555-0942

Facelime

iCloud
johnappleseed@icloud.com

Work

1 Infinite Loop
Cupertino, California
United States

Contacts
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Use Negative Space and Separators
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Negative Space ——— (A~
Negative Space ——— | Separator

Negative Space —— I~ -cparator
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Test Your Ul on iPhone and iPad

’ all 9:41 AM (=

Wednesday 12, 2013
2:00 - 3:00 PM
Selling Products with Store Kit

Adopting Storyboards in Your App

i0OS User Interface Designs
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oD Hill

Keyboard Input in iOS
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1 Bad App Icons
2 Forced Reqistration

3 Tiny Controls
‘ Hard-to-Read Text




Ambiguous Alerts






Cancel Transaction

Are you sure you want to cancel this
transaction”

Cancel




Alerts

Avoid unnecessary alerts
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Alerts

Avoid unnecessary alerts
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8 Apple Deve:
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| developer.apple.comy

Avoid unnecessary alerts |

Design. Code. Build. Innovate.

Here’s where it all happens for Apple developers

resulting action -




Alerts

Avoid unnecessary alerts

Label buttons by their
resulting action

9:41 AM

& developer.apple.com

Design. Code. Build. Innovate.

Here’s where it all happens for Apple developers.

Pick up dry cleaning
Today at 9:40 am

100% (- |




Alerts X

9:41 Al 100% o |

a developer.apple.com

Avoid unnecessary alerts | [—

Here’s where it all happens for Apple developers.

!' Pick up dry cleaning

resulting action O

Crrarye




Alerts

New Message

Avoid unnecessary alerts Qi 7o: o Appleseed

Cc/Bcee, From: john.apples

Label buttons by their
reSUIting aCtiOn Empty Subject

@ This message has no subject. Do you

want to send it anyway?
re

Place the affirmative button
to the right

S




Alerts

Avoid unnecessary alerts

Label buttons by their
resulting action

Place the affirmative button
to the right

Use Action Sheets or Popovers to
confirm dangerous actions
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2 Forced Reqistration

3 Tiny Controls

4 Hard-to-Read Text
‘ Ambiguous Alerts




Qut-of-Place Terminology



Make Your Language User Centric

4

I 9:41 AM

Settings

'+ Cellular Baseband

= Wi-Fi

* Bluetooth

(9 Notification Center

% Control Center

L, Do Not Disturb

100% ()

\

4

9:41 AM

Settings

9— Airplane Mode
=  Wi-Fi

* Bluetooth

(9 Notification Center

% Control Center

Q,, Do Not Disturb

100% ()

\



Make Your Language User Centric

& " &

N ; GRS

9:41 Al | 9:41 Al

Setting: Setting:

Cellular Baseband | Airplane Mode
Wi-Fi | Wi-Fi
Bluetooth Bluetooth

Cellular VA’ Cellular

Notification Center | Notification Center

Control Center Control Center

Do Not Disturb Do Not Disturb

General General

Sounds Sounds




100% (- | : 100% (-

Add New GPS Indicator to Map Drop a Pin

Print Map Print Map

Report a Problem Report a Problem




¥ |

Standard Hybrid Satell

Print Map

Report a Problem

Show Traffic

TOMTOMZ

Print Map

Report a Problem

Show Traffic

TOMTOMZ




Make Your Language User Centric
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2 Forced Reqistration
3 Tiny Controls
4 Hard-to-Read Text
5 Ambiguous Alerts
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Fxcessive Branding



Fxcessive Branding
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all 2 9:41 AM = l all B 9:41 AM =
Events &« WWDC2013

Welcome

We're looking forward to an exciting week at Keynote
the Apple Worldwide Developers Conference.
ngrrgske the most of your experience, use this WWDC 2013 Keynote

Monday, June 10 10:00 - 12:00 PM
« Browse the conference schedule

- Mark schedule items as favorites Presidio - Level 3
- Watch session videos, available daily

+ Keep up with news and get notifications

 View maps of Moscone West

* Provide feedback on session content

And if you can't join us in San Francisco, you
can still use the app to follow along — session
videos are just a tap away for all Registered
Apple Developers.

Presidio

Add Your Information to Passbook

For speedier on-site " Add to
registration, add your Passbook

atandan infavreantion o | Marina

Events News Maps




Excessive Branding

Welcome
Monday, June 3

We're looking forward to an exci
the Apple Worldwide Developers
To make the most of your experier
app to:

- Browse the conference schedule

« Mark schedule items as favorites

- Watch session videos, available daily

- Keep up with news and get notifications
* View maps of Moscone West

* Provide feedback on session content

And if you can't join us in San Francisco, you
can still use the app to follow along — session
videos are just a tap away for all Registered
Apple Developers.

Add Your Information to Passbook
Monday, June 3

For speedier on-site Add to
registration, add your Passbook

lll“ ”':’\

Events

Keynote

WWDC 2013 Keynote
Monday, June 10 10:00 - 12:00

Presidio - Level 3

?

Presidio

Events
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the Apple Worldwide Developers
To make the most of your experier
app to:

- Browse the conference schedule

« Mark schedule items as favorites

- Watch session videos, available daily

- Keep up with news and get notifications
* View maps of Moscone West

* Provide feedback on session content

And if you can't join us in San Francisco, you
can still use the app to follow along — session
videos are just a tap away for all Registered
Apple Developers.

Add Your Information to Passbook
Monday, June 3

For speedier on-site Add to
registration, add your Passbook
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Events

Keynote

WWDC 2013 Keynote
Monday, June 10 10:00 - 12:00

Presidio - Level 3

?

Presidio

Events




Label Navigation Bars
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We're looking forward to an exciting week at Keynote
the Apple Worldwide Developers Conference.
ngrrgske the most of your experience, use this WWDC 2013 Keynote

Monday, June 10 10:00 - 12:00 PM
« Browse the conference schedule

- Mark schedule items as favorites Presidio - Level 3
- Watch session videos, available daily

+ Keep up with news and get notifications

 View maps of Moscone West

* Provide feedback on session content

And if you can't join us in San Francisco, you
can still use the app to follow along — session
videos are just a tap away for all Registered
Apple Developers.
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Add Your Information to Passbook

For speedier on-site " Add to
registration, add your Passbook
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More Information

Mike Stern

User Experience Evangelist
stern@apple.com

Documentation
IOS Human Interface Guidelines
http://developer.apple.com/ue

Apple Developer Forums
http://devforums.apple.com


http://devforums.apple.com
http://devforums.apple.com




