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Push Notifications on Apps vs. Websites

For Native Apps For Websites on Mac

Availability

Attribution

Notification 
Center

Action

Anytime Anytime

App icon Website icon

Grouped per app Grouped per website

Opens app Opens web page
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                    "default"
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• HTTP body is userInfo serialized as query string
window.safari.pushNotification.requestPermission(
    webServiceURL,
    websitePushID,
    userInfo,
    callback
);
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Logging errors
Write Web Service Back End

• POST
/v1/log

• HTTP body
{"logs": ["Referrer URL http://bayairlines.com/ is not in 
the list of allowed domains."]}
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Register user’s device token
Write Web Service Back End

• POST
/v1/devices/<deviceToken>/registrations/<websitePushID>

• HTTP Authorize header field
ApplePushNotifications <authenticationToken>
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Write Web Service Back End

• DELETE
/v1/devices/<deviceToken>/registrations/<websitePushID>

• HTTP Authorize header field
ApplePushNotifications <authenticationToken>
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Send Push Notifications

• Similar to pushing notifications for apps
{
    "aps": {
        "alert": {
            "title": "Flight A109 Gate Changed",
            "body": "Your gate has changed to A4.",
            "action": "View"
        },
        "url-args": ["gate-change", "A109"]
    }
}

• Maximum size for message payload is 256 bytes
• Always connect to production environment
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Brian Weinstein
Safari Engineer
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Push Package
website.json

Notification
Payload

urlFormatString:
http://bayairlines.com/%@?flight=%@

url-args:
["gate-change", "A109"]



For your notifications
Best Practices

• Think about what notifications are most useful
• Use notifications as an additional, not primary means of communication
• Take advantage of the URL format string
• Strip whitespace from your JSON payload
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For your web server
Best Practices

• Remove tokens when users unsubscribe
• Take advantage of userInfo and authenticationToken
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For your website
Best Practices

• Think about what kind of 
service you want to provide

• Check API availability

if (window.safari && window.safari.pushNotification) {
    var result = window.safari.pushNotification.permission(websitePushID);

    if (result.permission === "default")
        window.safari.pushNotification.requestPermission(...);
}
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For your website
Best Practices

• Think about what kind of 
service you want to provide

• Check API availability
• Ask at the right time
• Give your users control



More Information

John Geleynse
Director, Technology Evangelism
geleynse@apple.com

Paul Marcos
Application Services Evangelist
pmarcos@apple.com

Documentation
Local and Push Notifications for Developers
http://developer.apple.com/notifications

Safari Developer Forums
http://devforums.apple.com/Safari



Related Sessions

What’s New in Safari and WebKit for Web Developers Mission
Tuesday 9:00AM

Integrating Passbook into Your Ecosystem Pacific Heights
Wednesday 3:15PM



Labs

Safari and Web Tools Lab Media Lab A
Friday 2:00PM

Safari and WebKit Open Lab Media Lab A
Friday 9:00AM



Summary

• Safari 7 supports website push notifications
• App and website push notifications are the same
• Safari validates your website’s identity




