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•Introduction  
•Podcasts in iOS 11 
•Updates to Apple Podcasts Spec 
•How to Create a Show



Apple Podcasts is the best place to 
discover audio stories that entertain, 

inform, and inspire.
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•Podcasts in iOS 11



















Garth Jantzen, Engineering Manager

•Apple Podcasts Spec Update
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Latest episode added first 

Season and episode numbers in title 

Difficult to add all episodes to Library 

Listening order doesn’t best reflect the content
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Tag: <itunes:type> 

Value Type: string  

Values: episodic, serial 

Default: episodic



Podcast Spec Updates 
Podcast type: episodic (default)

Latest episode recommended first 

Stand-alone episodes 

New subscribers start receive the latest episode 

Supports seasons, with newest episode at top



Podcast Spec Updates 
Podcast type: serial

Episodes are presented and recommended 
oldest-to-newest 

Great for narrative and storytelling content 

Support for multiple seasons 

New subscribers will receive the first episode  
in their Library, or the current season if  
using seasons
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Episode title

Tag: <itunes:title> 

Value Type: string  

Values: title 

 
Leave out: 
• Podcast title, episode and season numbers
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Tag: <itunes:episode> 

Value Type: integer  

Values: 1, 2, 3, etc (greater than zero) 
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Tag: <itunes:season> 

Value Type: integer  

Values: 1, 2, 3, etc (greater than zero) 
 
 
 

Episode Spec Updates 
Season number



Tag: <itunes:summary> 

Value Type: string   

Values: single descriptive sentence 

 
Does not support: 
• HTML, [CDATA], rich formatting

Episode Spec Updates 
Episode summary



Tag: <content:encoded> 

Value Type: string   

Values: rich-text or some HTML 

 
HTML Supports: 
• <p> <ol> <ul> <a> <em> <i> <b> 

Episode Spec Updates 
Episode notes



Tag: <itunes:episodeType> 

Value Type: string   

Values: full, trailer, bonus 

Default: full 

Recommended for: 
   Podcast trailers 
   Season trailers 
   Episode bonus content

Episode Spec Updates 
Episode type



Episode Spec Updates 
Episode GUID

Tag: <guid> 

Value Type: string   

Values: permanent, globally unique identifier (GUID) 

 
Don’t change it! 
• Assigning new GUIDs to existing episodes can 

cause issues with your podcast’s listing and  
chart placement



Spec Updates: Review

Podcast Spec 
• Seasons 
• Serial and Episodic podcast types 

Episode Spec 
• Title, episode number, and season number 
• Summary and episode notes  
• Trailers and bonus content 
• GUID (don’t change it!)



James O. Boggs, Business Manager

•How to Create a Podcast









The Very Hungry Tourists



The Very Hungry Tourists
Around the world, one bite at a time.





Business Models

Ads and sponsorship 

Community support/donation 

Upsell







Cover Art and Metadata = 
Product Packaging



Cover Art
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Cover Art Checklist

3000 x 3000 pixels JPG or PNG

Lightweight

Clearly readable title

One logo or thematic image

Mobile first



Cover Art and Visual Identity

Brand of your podcast 

Single repeatable image 

Thematically relevant and clear



Metadata Checklist



Metadata Checklist

Concise, attractive title



Metadata Checklist

Concise, attractive title

Thorough descriptions



Metadata Checklist

Concise, attractive title

Thorough descriptions

Podcast type and episode numbers



Metadata Checklist

Concise, attractive title

Thorough descriptions

Podcast type and episode numbers

Thoughtful episode titles



Metadata Checklist

Concise, attractive title

Thorough descriptions

Podcast type and episode numbers

Thoughtful episode titles

Link



Hosting Partners

https://itunespartner.apple.com/podcasts



Launch Planning

Initial content offer 
• Trailer 
• Episodes 

Marketing 
• Social media 
• Podcast, app, or search engine ads 
• Cross-appearances 
• Traditional media



Marketing Tools

Apple Podcasts Identity Guidelines 

Affiliate Program 

Banner Builder  

Widget Builder 



Submitting to Apple 

https://podcastsconnect.apple.com



Launch



How’s the Podcast Doing?

How many people are listening? 

How much do they actually listen?  

Where are they listening?



?







Podcast Analytics



Podcast Analytics
Launching this year



Launching This Week 

Updates to Apple Podcasts Spec 

Documentation 

New Podcasts app in iOS 11 developer preview 
• Improved presentation of podcasts 
• Infrastructure for Podcast Analytics



More Information
https://developer.apple.com/wwdc17/512



Labs

Podcasting Lab Technology Lab G Fri 2:30PM–4:00PM




