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XLIFF Benefits

Abstracts localization from code

Contains development-language and translated strings

Supports multiple file types in a single document
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Visual context

Resource data

Custom metadata

Size and length restrictions
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Noun Verb 

Book 

📚📚 🏨✈🚊
Книга 
Том 
Ноты  
Сценарий  
Журнал 
Текст

Заказать 
Заказывать 
Забронировать 
Бронировать 
Оформить 
Оформлять 
Зарегистрировать 
Зарегистрировать 
Поставить на баланс 
Зарегистрировать 
Разместить заказ 
Размещать заказ 
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New type of localization artifact with .xcloc extension

Support localization of assets beyond strings

Provide additional contextual information

NEW
Xcode Localization Catalog 
Purpose
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Notes 
• Provide additional information to the localizers 
• Screenshots 
• Readme file

NEW
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Structure
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Xcode Localization Catalog 
Continuous integration—export

$ xcodebuild -exportLocalizations -project <projectname> -localizationPath <dirpath> 
[[-exportLanguage <targetlanguage>] ...]
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$ xcodebuild -importLocalizations -project <projectname> -localizationPath </path/to/
language.xcloc>

$ xcodebuild -importLocalizations -project <projectname> -localizationPath </path/to/
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Xcode Localization Catalog 

XLIFF file

Xcode Localization Catalog 
Continuous integration—import

$ xcodebuild -importLocalizations -project <projectname> -localizationPath </path/to/
language.xcloc>

$ xcodebuild -importLocalizations -project <projectname> -localizationPath </path/to/
language.xliff>
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Xcode Localization Catalog 

New standard for localization export and import

Provides more flexibility and context for localizers

Increased file type support for nonstring resources

Continuous integration support

Backward compatible 
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Used to define custom intents for shortcuts

.intentdefinition extension

Base localized

Localized using .strings files

…and .stringsdict files too

Intent Definition File 
NEW

Introduction to Siri Shortcuts Hall 2 Tuesday 5:00PM
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“Réservez un vol”

“Réservez une croisière”

“Réservez un séjour”

“Book a ${type}”

“Réservez une expédition”

Shortcut Type

Enum
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“Book a ${type}”
Shortcut Type
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Intents.strings

Shortcut Type

“Book a flight for ${travelers} people”

“Book a cruise for ${travelers} people”

“Book a vacation package for ${travelers} people”

Enum

flight

cruise

vacation package

Integer

“Book a ${type} for ${travelers} people”
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Intent Definition File 
Localizable content—stringsdict

Localizing with Xcode 9 WWDC 2017
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Deferred Localized Intents String

Localization happens when the string is presented to the user

Used when preparing the intent for donation

intent.suggestedInvocationPhrase = NSString.deferredLocalizedIntentsString(with: “Go to Mars!")
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Xcode combines Shortcut types and enums when generating .strings file

.strings and/or .stringsdict are used to localize Shortcuts

Use deferredLocalizedIntentsString API for donated intents

Siri Shortcuts Localization



Strings defined in .stringsdict file are preferred at runtime
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Strings defined in .stringsdict file are preferred at runtime

Use strings or strings IDs as Localized String Key

Siri Shortcuts Localization
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Summary

Xcode Localization Catalogs are our new standard for localization
• Support for all localizable resources
• Flexibility to provide context for localizers

Siri Shortcuts are easy to localize
• Base localization with .strings files
• Use .stringsdict files where appropriate
• Use deferred localized strings in code
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