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Google Apps Script

•  View live notes and ask questions about this session 
on Google Wave:

 http://bit.ly/9R3O4D
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http://bit.ly/9R304D


Google Apps Script?

• Business process automation

• Extends Google Apps 

• Cloud scripting language
– all code runs server-side

4



Agenda

•The Book of Bob
–Introductions
–Fundamentals of Apps Script
–Making use of Events
–Interoperability with non-native services
–Custom UI for Scripts
–Script invocation

•Motorola’s POGO
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Meet ACME Corp

6



...and Bob (the help desk)
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Bob started with a spreadsheet...

8



Beginnings of automation
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Apps Script can help!
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Agenda

•The Book of Bob
–Introductions
–Fundamentals of Apps Script
–Making use of Events
–Interoperability with non-native services
–Custom UI for Scripts
–Script invocation

•Motorola’s POGO
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Sending email
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Scheduling appointments
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Bob’s system
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Bob just got a lot more productive

15



Agenda

•The Book of Bob
–Introductions
–Fundamentals of Apps Script
–Making use of Events
–Interoperability with non-native services
–Custom UI for Scripts
–Script Invocation

•Motorola’s POGO
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Events

• Run script in response to an Event (or Trigger)

• Function run is known as Event Handler
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Event Handlers

• Apps Script has two types of Event Handler

• Simple Event Handler
–automatically run 
–name of function associates it with an event
–e.g. onOpen, onEdit

• NEW! Installable Event Handler
–must be explicitly installed to handle an event 
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NEW
! Installable Event Handlers

• Small but growing selection of events:

• Spreadsheets:
–on open
–on edit
–on form submit

• Clock
–hourly, daily, weekly, etc.
–Friday at 7pm, etc



Bob’s system
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Bob got a promotion!
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ACME is growing...



Agenda

•The Book of Bob
–Introductions
–Fundamentals of Apps Script
–Making use of Events
–Interoperability with non-native services
–Custom UI for Scripts
–Script invocation

•Motorola’s POGO
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Soap & Xml parsing
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JDBC
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NEW
!



Bob’s system
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Bob’s intrigued, but something’s missing...
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Completely static interface
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Agenda

•The Book of Bob
–Introductions
–Fundamentals of Apps Script
–Making use of Events
–Interoperability with non-native services
–Custom UI for Scripts
–Script invocation

•Motorola’s POGO
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UI for Apps Script
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NEW
!



Agenda

•The Book of Bob
–Introductions
–Fundamentals of Apps Script
–Making use of Events
–Interoperability with non-native services
–Custom UI for Scripts
–Script invocation

•Motorola’s POGO
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Script invocation
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NEW
!



Agenda

•The Book of Bob
–Introductions
–Fundamentals of Apps Script
–Making use of Events
–Interoperability with non-native services
–Custom UI for Scripts
–Script invocation

•Motorola’s POGO
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Proposal

Staffing 
Forecast

Budget 
Forecast

Project

Staffing 
Forecast

Budget 
Forecast Individual Project Reporting

Milestone Completion
Requirements Volatility
PRD Metrics charts

Aggregate Portfolio Reporting
Project Dashboards (Health, Key Data)
Target Spend vs Approved/Unapproved Spend 

Resource Mgmt Reporting

Pool Resources Requested by Month
Pool Resources Allocated by Month
Resource Capacity vs Requested vs Allocation
Resource Allocation %

Named Resource 
Assignment



Summary

Apps Script
– talks to Google Products
– talks to Soap, REST and JDBC
– talks to users

• Motorola saving $1 million/annum
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New capabilities - today!

• New: Installable Event Handlers

• New: JDBC 

• New: Apps Script UI

• New: Stand Alone Invocation
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• New: Documents List
–read files from the documents list
–create and modify files (Apps only)

• New: Maps
–create maps, get directions
–limited geo-coding and elevation

• In ~2 weeks: Documents
–script Google’s new document editor

And there’s more...
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Even more?

• Q3 2010:
– Apps Script in Sites
– Apps Script in Documents

39

 Try Apps Script!
http://goo.gl/e6TS

http://google.com/script
http://google.com/script


Questions

•  View live notes and ask questions about this session 
on Google Wave:

 http://bit.ly/9R3O4D
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