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Roll Your Own Responsive Design 
(in 90 minutes or less) 
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“I need a 
website and  
I want 
responsive 
design. How 
much will that 
cost?” 





� Make it work on my 
iPhone! 

� Make it work on my 
iPad! 

�  If the website knows 
what device I’m 
using, it’s 
responding, right? 



� Defined by three 
characteristics 
o  Flexible grid-based 

layout 
o  Images that resize 
o  Media queries (CSS3) 

� www.alistapart.com/
articles/responsive-
web-design/ 

�  Example: 
Boston Globe 



www.bostonglobe.com 
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Same data from the database 
Served up with different 

themes 



� Defined by three characteristics 
o  Flexible grid-based layout 
o  Media queries  
o  Images that resize 

�  www.alistapart.com/articles/responsive-web-design/ 
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Source 



� Browser reports 
screen resolution 

� Based on current 
width, serve a 
stylesheet with layout 
for that width 

� No JavaScript 
involved 



�  Images should change 
size, based on screen 
resolution 

�  Solutions are still being 
developed, but they are: 
o  Client-side 
o  Server-side 
o  3rd party 
o  Free 
o  Paid 



� Static HTML 
� Content 

management systems 
� Server-side 

technologies 
� Basically, any way you 

can build a site 



Recently published in Smashing Magazine 
Responsive Design Frameworks: Just Because 
You Can, Should You? 
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