
The Open Data 500 
Building Businesses on  
Free Government Data 
 
 
 

Joel Gurin   

@JoelGurin 

Joel@TheGovLab.org 

Laura Manley   

@Laura_Manley1 

Laura@TheGovLab.org 











conduct research,  

launch commercial and nonprofit ventures,  

and solve complex problems. 

make data-driven decisions,  

 Open Data is 
free, public data that can be used to 





   Improving Operational Efficiency 



  Social Good 



  Business Creation 



As much as 
$3-5 trillion  
in global economic 
value annually* 

*McKinsey Global Institute (October 2013)  
Open data: Unlocking innovation and performance with liquid information 
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The first comprehensive study of U.S. companies that 
use open government data to generate new business 

and develop new products and services.  



Study Goals 
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“Uber for truckers and shippers.”  
–Wired Magazine 



“…Alltuition has 
built out a 

powerful platform 
of college 

finance tools.”  

–Huffington Post 



Energy savings in  
17 million buildings 









“The  GovLab  is  now  hos0ng  a  series  of  Open  
Data  Roundtables  to  bring  companies  and  
government  data  owners  together.  Specific,  
ac0onable  feedback  from  these  sessions  and  

others  has  the  poten0al  to  improve  
descrip0ons,  formats,  and  accessibility  of  

government  data.”
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