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Why does everything take so long?!



Mul$ple	  formats	  
Average	  ar$cle	  consump$on	  by	  device	  (FT)	  



Burn your select tags
Alice Bartlett
Front end London
October 2014

youtu.be/CUkMCQR4TpY



We’re not here to do easy things for 
people who are like us.

-‐	  Alice	  Bartle>	  



The Chroma zone
Lea Verou
jQuery UK
June 2014

vimeo.com/97723672





Everyone	  hates	  wai$ng.	  	  But	  now	  they	  hate	  it	  more	  than	  ever	  
	  

Threshold	  for	  acceptable	  load	  $me,	  according	  to	  Akamai	  :	  
2006	  –	  4	  seconds,	  2009	  –	  2	  seconds	  



Components







http://www.tfl.gov.uk/info-for/suppliers-and-contractors/design-standards?intcmp=5837



https://gimmebar.com/collection/4ecd439c2f0aaad734000022/front-end-styleguides-and-pattern-libraries



http://southtees.nhs.uk/style-guide/



http://rizzo.lonelyplanet.com/styleguide/ui-components/month-blocks



A Component API
Ian Feather
Front End Ops Conference
May 2014

youtu.be/XNoX1FRZ8kE





o-‐F-‐forms	  

o-‐assets	  

o-‐colors	   o-‐fonts	  

o-‐F-‐bu>ons	  o-‐F-‐icons	   o-‐F-‐typography	  

Component	  dependencies	  
Start	  with	  primi$ves,	  build	  on	  them	  to	  create	  higher	  level	  components	  







<link rel=“stylesheet” href=“//build.origami.ft.com/bundles/css?modules=o-
grid@^2.3.1,o-ft-forms@^1.2.0”>

1.  Install grid and forms modules
2.  Install all their dependencies
3.  Run the build process
4.  Minify the CSS output
5.  GZip it & cache it
6.  Serve it through a CDN

Build	  service	  
A	  full	  build	  process	  for	  components’	  CSS	  and	  JavaScript,	  available	  as	  a	  service	  



Ul$mate	  front-‐end	  component	  system	  
Find	  out	  more	  about	  the	  FT	  Origami	  project	  at	  origami.F.com	  

1.  Separate	  repos	  per	  component	  with	  package	  management	  
2.  Conven$on	  based	  
3.  Registry	  with	  auto-‐discovery	  of	  components	  

1.  Built	  in	  prac$cal	  demos	  of	  each	  component	  
2.  One	  click	  to	  get	  a	  JSBin	  playground	  
3.  Demos	  embeddable	  in	  other	  docs	  

4.  Standard	  build	  process	  based	  on	  bower/sass/browserify	  
5.  Build-‐on-‐demand	  as	  a	  service	  



Services





Lossy compression of true color PNG images               Kornel Lesinski, 11:50am in 212



I	  come	  with	  a	  
polyfill	  for	  classList!	  

Me	  too	  

Snap.	  



Polyfills	  as	  a	  service?	  
Using	  Polyfills	  at	  scale	  is	  hard,	  here’s	  why:	  

1.  Don’t	  know	  you	  need	  one	  
2.  Don’t	  know	  which	  one	  to	  use	  
3.  Can’t	  avoid	  shipping	  many	  copies	  of	  the	  same	  

polyfill	  
4.  Have	  to	  ship	  the	  polyfill	  even	  to	  browsers	  

that	  have	  the	  feature	  









Polyfill	  service	  for	  everyone	  

•  Minified	  and	  GZipped	  
•  HTTPS	  
•  Best	  prac$ce	  caching	  

•  Fastly	  CDN	  
•  Stale-‐while-‐revalidate	  
•  Cachable	  in	  browser	  

•  Comprehensive	  test	  suite	  verified	  in	  26	  browsers	  on	  
Travis	  CI	  using	  Sauce	  Labs	  

•  Permissive	  CORS	  
•  Published	  up$me	  and	  performance	  metrics	  
•  Open	  source,	  run	  it	  yourself,	  or	  use	  as	  a	  node	  module	  



One	  month	  free	  premium	  access	  for	  any	  
successful	  pull	  request	  



cdn.polyfill.io	  



Find me online: 
 

email: andrew@labs.ft.com 
twitter: @triblondon 

web: labs.ft.com 
 

We’re hiring: labs.ft.com/jobs 


