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Me

• Rails in business

• RightCart.com, ELC Technologies

• Cisco, LiveNation, Top Global Media and 
Consulting companies

• Global
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Global 2000

• Influential

• Decisions stick and spread

• Big draw for ecosystem

• Link to longevity for Ruby on Rails

• Tools, training and support

• Ruby on Rails has buzz

• Global companies want to know...
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Asking

1. Are productivity gains for real? 

2. Is Rails credible for business-critical 
applications?

3. Who else has done it?

4. How can I fit Rails into my organization?

5. What does the future hold?



1. Productivity Gains

• Are they for real?

• Yes! 

• 3x with faster time to market.

• Why?

• Technology

• Teams



2. Business Critical

• Is Rails credible for business-critical 
applications?

• Leadership

• Support

• Scale

• Deployment



3. Who else?

Let’s take a look



You probably know...













You may not know...



















LiveNation, 
Buy.com,
McLatchey ...



3. Who else?

Large successful organizations



4. Organizational fit

• Prototypes

• Integration

• New Initiatives

• Revitalization

• ROI measured in 6 months



5. Rails Ahead
“The magnitude of growth and structural change 
will be determined by ... the four fortresses of 
market inertia — vendor concentration, 
intellectual property rights, installed bases, and 
brand loyalty.”

Andrew Bartels, John R. Rymer
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5. Rails Ahead

• Vendor concentration

• Open

• Installed bases and brand loyalty

• Rails as a Chameleon JRuby/IronRuby

• Tight integration with existing codebase.

• Deployment and Performance



Take away

• Demand for Rails in Global 2000

• Demand positively contributes

• Rails is ready for development

• Adapt for deployment and integration

• JRuby, IronRuby are powerful bridges



Thank you
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