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TECHNOLOGY LAB - INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

BusyBox takes out bankrupt opponent in
GPL lawsuit

A software developer has convinced a court that an electronics manufacturer ...

by John Timmer - Aug 6 2010, 2:25am -300 a

The person behind a set of GPL-licensed Unix utilities called BusyBox has been engaged in a lawsuit
against a dozen consumer electronics companies, accusing them of violating his copyright. The
companies allegedly have been distributing hardware (including HDTVs) that includes BusyBox, but
then licensing it to consumers under GPL-incompatible terms.

In late July, the judge in the case issued a summary judgement against one of the defendants,
Westinghouse Digital Electronics, which stopped participating in the case when it entered bankruptcy
protection. The ruling isn't a sweeping victory for the GPL, but it does show that the GPL is compatible
with the standards for summary judgement.

5 JoRIE  http://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2010/08/court-rules-gpl-part-of-a-well-pleaded-case/
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